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Shall they proſper, ſhall theyeſcape,that do ſuchthings? or ſhall hs 
break the Covenant, apd be delrvered ? 


Sceing they have deſpiſed the Oath,by breaking the Covenant(when 
as,lo,th:y had giuen their hand \ and have done all theſe thin 418 
Therefore, thus ſaith the Lord God, As T live, [; wrely, mine Oath 


which they have deſpiſed, and my Covenant which they have broken 

evenit will I rem_oye pon their own heads. 
Job, 22,30, © 

The innocent ſhall deliver the Iand; and it ſhall be preferwed bythe 

© pureneſs of thy hands. 
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To the Reader. 


cluded onby the $#bſ7ribers hereof, that (ſecing their re-. 

I verent Miniffers Repreſentation; with ſubſcription of their | 
Names harh'not taken'that happie effe& which was deſired, nor 
ſtayed the hands of thoſe to whom it was directed) thereforethe - 
publiſhing oftheir names that have ſubſcribed to this Apologers- 

eall, DeclFiation, will inlike manner, do but little good, .in that 
reſpet; And, therefore, although they are upon record to the 
honour of the ge! they are not; now, publiſhed, inregard of 
: the preſent over-awing Power of the Sword; but may and ſhall 
in. due time appear. inpublick with more ample and (we hope) 
moſt ſatisfatory Demonſtration of the juſtReaſons of this their 
"preſent concealment: Yale, ee. 


Re nan nes 


C, Ourteous Reader, It is prudentially conſidered andcon- 
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I | deſire ro approve our ſelves ſincere Profeſſors 'of the true 
We | Reformed Proteſtant Religion, Presbyterian Cirizens and 
Mx Inhabitants of the honourable, and, lately, famous and re- 

: nowned City of Lozxdin, who have cordially adhered unto 

/ } the Parliament,in its firlt and ſecond War againſt the Kings 

; Forces, for the defence of the true Proteltant Religion, His 

Mazeſties Perſon, Crown and Dignity, the Rights and Priviledges of both 

Houſes of Parliament, and, in them, the Lawes and Liberties of the King* 


= SIT E the Subſcribers of this our Apologeticall Declaration, whe 


dome: Calling to minde our ſolemne engagements, not only by our Pro- 


teltation, May, 5th, 1641, but eſpecially our ſolemne League and Covenant, 
which was ſo religiouſly and unanimouſly ſworn unto, with ofr hands lifted 
wp to the high and holy God of Heaven, that we would really, (ncerely and 
conflantly, through the grace of God, tn our ſeverall Callings,and with our 
lives and eftates, endevour the preſervation of themall; Artic; 1: 2, 3« 
&c, And, being in our Conſctences perſwaded and aſſured of ovr indifpen- 
{ible obligation ſo to do, becauſe moii deeply engaged by our ſaidCovenant, 
not to ſuffer onr ſelves direfily or inairettly , by whatſoever combination, 
perſwaſron, or terror , to be divided or withdrawn from that Cauſe which 


fo much concerneth the glory of God, the good of the Kingdome, and hoy- 


eur of the King : But, all the dayes of our lives zealonſfly and conftautly 
to contiune thereinagainſt all oppoſition, Artic, 6: And, whereas, by 
wofull experience, we are made very ſenſible of the dangerous effeqs of the 


' violation of all our Covenant-concernments , and of the diſappointment 


of our hopes of reaping the expected fruits of this defenſive war,for which, 
we the Subſcribers, have, many of us, adventured our-lives,and moſt of us, 
our eſtates, ina meaſure, beyond our abilities, beſides the Common Taxes 
that have been impoſed upon us. And, though wee cannot but with bleeds 
ing and trembling hearts complain that our Cauſe dothin theſe ſad and 
perillous times in which we live, meet with ſuch violent Oppoſition, ſuch 
mighty Lets and Impediments as we are not ableto ſuppreſle and overcome, 
yet, conſidering with our ſelves, that what we cannot ſuppreſſe of over- 
come, we are obliged to reveal and make known. Artic, 6. Being alſo mo- 
ved with fear, leſt in this time of imminent danger to all that is dear unto 
us, our Silence ſhould be taken for Conſent; and ſo contrat upon our 
ſelves the guilt of betraying Religion, King, Parliament, the Lawes and Li- 
berties of this Nation ; having alſo no other way left us to ſer pur Conſci- 
ences at liberty from the aforeſaid gnilt, we might contract by our ſinful 
filence, in this juncure of time, We do, therefore, with all ſincerity, fide- 


liry, zeal, and humilicy, before the molt juſt and righteous Lord of Heaven 


and earth, make known unto all the three Kingdomes of Eng!and, Scorland 
and Irelgud, to all the Reformed Churches, and unto the whole Chriſtian 


-/ 


* 


| - World, not onely the diſ-fatisfation of our Spirits, at the late and nreſer 
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TranfaRtions of thoſe who have forcithy aſfumed the Supreme-power unts : 
tficirowt hatids * Btit alfo do make this onr following molt ſolenme and. 
Feribus Apologeticall Declaration for our clearing and juſtification from 
Allowing  ratfeteing to the llepall- atings of theſe. preſent. times. And 
that we may-alſo publiſh unto the world the grounds of theſe our molt juſt 
exceptions and neceſlirated complaints herein, we declare, That, not on- 
Iy in general,our ues Cauſe before mentioned is perverted, deſerted, 
apoltatized, and fallen from: by thoſe who molt injuriouſly and fallly re- 
proach us with Apoſtacie for not affociating with them, and bearing them - 
companie ih their unwarrantable wayes ; Bat, alſo, inparticular, that it is 
| perverted, and abuſed in every part and branch thereof;: As firſt, in point of- 
our Religion, which we are.moit deeply engaged by Covenant to preſerve 
and reforme in power and purity; Whereas in our own experience ( con-- 
firmed by the Parliaments, firſt Remonſtrance, Exa&t Colle: pag, 4.) 
Religion, in its pority was greatly endangered, in the Prelates times in the 
Docrinallpart, by the errors of Popery.and Armiviani/ize; .and in worſhip, . 
with ſuperſtitions Innovations - . And, in our fad apprehenſion , the Do- 
Tine of the-Goſpell is, now adayes ,not onely more endangered through. 
the increaſe of Poperyand Arminianiſme, but of molt blaſphemous Anti/crip- 
cvurijme, Amitriaitariani/me, Antinomianiſme., Socinianiſme, and many. other- 
ſuch ike hererodox opinions, and damnable Doctrines: Burt alfo in point. 
bf worſhip, which, inftead offear of corrupting, is, now , in great danger © 
tabſoluce Nalling , by accurſed opinions both againſt the very being of - 
Ordinances, the ſet-rimes and dayes appointed by God for their Admini- 
tration ; andeven of the Officers and Miniſters appeinted by Jeſus-Chrilt, 
for their diſpenſation.: Which doth the more ſadly affeR our hearts , and 
enforce this juſt Declaration and complaint, becauſe of that ſo-eagerly en- 
gdeavonred nnwarrantable Tolerating of them all ( except, in that ſubtill- 
exceptionof theirs, ofthe open praiſe of Popery and Prehacie ) as if it 
were that Liberty of Conſcience which we have all this while engaged for; 
But, tarher, againlt which , We doe not onely proteſt , but contrariwiſe 
'profelſe and dedare that it was, onely a Liberty of Conſcience fromlin and: 
error, Which rvee propeanded in our Freedome from our former Egyptian 
 Faskmaſters the Prelares, dt i 
In the next place, we further declare againſt the perverting of our Canſe, 
1n relation to the preſervation of tke Rights and Priviledges of Parliament- 
Sor, '#though'we were not ableto preſerve and defend them, when vio- 
"Jared by that nnpattern'd and horrid force upon the Honſe, Decemb: 6 and 
alt, 1648," Yet we conceive Our ſelves obliged to Declare again(t it,and 
_ againſt the impriſoning and fſecluding ſo many of the taithfulleſt Patriots - 
and afſertors of the publick intereſt of the Kingdome ; And alſo againlt 
the moſt inſolent ſubverſion and alteration of the conſtitution of the Su+- 
preme judicatorie of the Kingdome, confilting of the Kings Perſonall or 
Virtuall Preſence, Lords and Commons, without whom (as wehave been - 
- alwayes tanght and informed ) no Law can be enacted or repealed ; The 
confirmation and inviolable ſettlement of which happie Nationall conſtt-- 
rution, with its preſervation. were the grounds of our Engagements.and 


| nv change or alteration gf che ſame;. . Whereas, now, to-the unexpreſſible 
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grief of our Soules, we ſee a moſt ſtrong and fierce combination'in the Ge- 
_nerall and Armies Counſell of Warre, and others of their partie (ſet forth 
co the view of us all, in that Modell of theirs, called, The Agreement of the 
Pe ple, and preſented to that which they call the Parliament, Fanvarie,20th, 
1648. } utterly to ſubvert and overthrow the whole frame of our foreſaid 
Legall Government,and to introduce and enforce upon us a molt uncouth, 
[trange, and headlefie confuſed Arbitrary and tyrannicall Government of 
their own deviſing, and by a new as headleſſe Repreſentative of their own 
compacting ; and yet all this while , (even whiles they are moſt violently 
endeavouring to overthrow all our Nationall Fundamentall Government, 
the very traiterous ad for which the Earle of Srraford and Can” dyed, and 
which they now lay to the Kings charge to deſtroy him ) molt fallaciouſly 
and aypocritically they proteſt, and {trugle to per{wade us ( as, in pag, 29, 
of their forelaid, Agreement of the People ) that they are farre from any 
aeſfire or thought, to aſſum or exerciſe a Law-giving (theſe are their own 
words ) or judicial power over the Kingdome, or to meddle in any thing, 
ſave tbe fundamental ſettling of that power in the moſt equall or hopeful 
way ( as they pretend ) for common Right and Safety ; and this they 
ſay . they humbly tender to us, to conſider, and accept of, if we pleaſe ; 
W hereas, alas, we know, and axcient experience hath taught us to know, 
 #hat aTyrants or Conquerors, Pray, is an trrefiſtible Command; And + 
thisalſo is it, we thus jultly complain of and declare againſt, ; 
But,in the third place, in relation to our Engagement by the Sword,and 
Covenant todefend and preſerve our Liberties and Fr2edoms(in this our 
late, moſi'famous and honourable City of London) according to Law; we 
are moſt heartily ſorie for the too jaſt occaſion that we have to publiſh, 
and reveal the molt evident Perverſion of our Cauſe under this confidera- - 
tion alſo, For,whereas,to enjoy a Propriety in our eſtates, with a Free- 
dome from Pattentes, Monopolies,Ship-money, and other illegall Impoſt- - 
tions and Taxes,the Liberty of our Perſons from unlawtull Arrefts and Im- / 
priſonments,contrary unto Magna Charta, our freeborn Engliſh Spirits © 
were raiſed (for their Prefervation and defence) molt freely and even pror - 
digally to lay ont our perſons and purſes : We are,now, not onely in dau® 
_ gerof intolerable ſlavery inſtead of Freedom and liberty,aceordingto Law; 
Burt, to have our Franchiſes and Priviledges,as Freemen of this City voteg 
and rent from us, The deep wounding thoughts whereof do ſo affect and 
peirce our hearts,that we cannot any longer forbear mournfully to com- 
plain,and Declare, That,ſince the 7th of December Jaſt,we are not onely de- 
prived of our Freedome and liberty to make choice of ſuch Common 
Counſell-men, who have all along approved themſelves, to God, the Par- 
liament, and City,men faithfull in their truſt; they being, now,made unca- | 
pable of being choſen thereunto,becauſe of their honelt Aivity for the 
Perſonall Treaty; And that, by an Ordinance made after this ſuppoſed 
crime was acted. And now, as a fad fruit of it,cthrovgh many Common- 
Counſell-men molt illegally and forcibly choſen, in part of a Common- 
Counſell,is paſſed a Petition, which at beſt,ſhews the framers and promo=: 
ters:thereot,  onely to mindeEarthly things , not a-word of-any Religious, 


or Heavenly concernment; being once mentioned in it ; Andit 15 intitn- 
led, The petition of the Commons of the City of Londen : Which is not on- 
ly a foule injurie and blemiſh unto the truly £5 hb and cordiall Com- 
mons thereof; bur fills us alfo with fear of turure ſore breaches of our Fran- 
chiſes, and City-liberries, if not to the torall ſubverſion of the whole 
Frame of the well-conlticuted and long experienced good Government of. 
one of the molt glorious and renowned Cities in the Chriſtian world, All 
which molt injurious irregularities we cannot choſe, as Citizens,but with 
ineff1ble greit of heart, here, Declare aud complain of, being in conſctence 
obliged hereunto, even by the Oath of Freemen z viz: The Franchiſes and 
cu/t»mes of this Ci:y you ſhill miintain, So that , whereas,we fought for 
the defence of our Liberties by Law, that vur Englilh Spirtts might not be 
intimidated or beflaved by the Kings deligne of bringing in of Germane- 
horſe; We are, now;ſo farre from ſeeing any ſure Foundations, for our 
Liberties and Freedome,according to Liw,that we look upon Our ſelves 
in exceeding great danger(upon tharCommon plea of cheArmy,Neceſlity) 
to be miſerably ſubjected to Martiall Law, inltead of being ruled by the. 
Municipall-Law of the Kingdom, | 
And yet, as if nothing ſhould be wanting to make us completely miſer. 
able and exquiſitely to pervert our Cauſe throughout ; When both King 
and Parliament were in an hopfull way not onely of being reconciled, but 
_ of ſertling the Kingdome ina way that would have anſwered, (in ſome 
competent meaſure; for the preſent )the expenſe of our blood and treaſure, 
and onr Covenant-engagement alſo; we are now not, onely diſappointed 
in our hopes thereof : But, his Majeſties Royall Perſon ( the defence and 
preſervation whereof, though ſo carefully provided for, by the many De- 
clarations of the Parliament, the frequent Proclamations in our ſtreets by 
the beat of the Drum, at the beginning of theſe Wars , by our Proteſtation 
May 5th, 164', and by our Solemn League and Covenant ; yet as if the end 
of our engaging with the Parliament had been for the ruine of the Kings 
perſon and regall Authority ) His Majelties Perſon, we ſay, is not onely in. 
extreme danger, by being expoſed- unto a Tryall without warrant either 
from the Word of God,or the Laws of the Land : But alfo is thereby plun- 
*ed into ſuch a nature and condition , as is alrogether derogatorie to and 
1nconhltent with the Kings Honour, whici we profeſſe in our Covenant, 
is the 3d part of our Cauſe, for which ive engaged. 4:tic; 6 That the world, 
th-refore, (to whom we appealed, when we entred into Covenant to pre- 
-ferve and deiend the Kings Myjeſties Perſon , and authority, in the preſer- 
vation and defence ofthe true Proteſtant-Relivion, and Liberties of the 
Kinzgdom)yea the Lord God himſelfte, Angels and Men, may bear witneſle 
with our Conſciences, that we have no thoughts or intentions ( norever 
-h3d ) ro diminiih Ris Mijeltics juit power and greatneſſe , and that we the 
Subſcribers hereof are not Covenant-breakers , bar do utterly diſlike and 
. difavow the preſent proceedings againlit him, either to the taking away of 
His Majeſties Crown, much lefle his life,the very thought whereof we from © 
our ſouls detelt and abhor; We do, tereby,molt freely faithfully and plain- 
 Iy diſcharge our conſciences, and do teitihie our loyaltie unto the Kings | 
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Majeltte according to the duty of our allegiance, expreſſed in the foreſaid 


Proteſtation, May, 5th, 1641; and the Solemn League and Covenant. And 


we do, hereby, turther declare, that when we ſo cordially concurred with 


the Parliament ar firſt, in the oppoſition of the Forces taiſed by the King 


( ſeduced by evill Counſellors)as we proponndey the preſervation.and de- 
tence of our Religion, Parliament, Laws and Liberties:ſo, alſo, to preſerve, 


 andnot to ruine the Kings Perſon ; but, mainly to remove the wicked from his 


throne,that ſo it might be eſtabliſhed inRighteouſneſſe to Him and his roy 
all Poſterityz But, we fay not to pluck Him out of jt, and to bring 1m 


to anArbitrary-tryall for his life,both in reſpe& of hisJudges and their Law 


In ſumme, therefore, we have ( in all theſe molt weighty reſpects ) roo 
great and jult cauſe to be extraordinarie ſenſible, that the bringing of the 
King (.the Head of the Common-wealth ) to a tryall for his life , betore an 


_ . arbitraryandillegall power, watranted by no Law of God or Man,and the 


moſt ſtrange, irregular and unparaſllel'd proceedings, and contemptuous 


| carriages toward HisMajeltie, The puting down of theHoulſe of Lords,and, 


The reltraining of ſo many eminent Members of Parliament, by the Gene- 
rall Councell of Officers in Arms, againſt all Laws of God and Man, the 
known priviledges of Parliament, the liberties of the Subjet, and their 


juſtification of all theſe exorbitances, in print , inſtead of Repen- 


tance and deep. humiliation for the ſame, is but a ſad prologue to. 
the enſuing ſlavery and ruine of all the free borne Subjets of this Re- 


alm : For, if the Head and moſt eminent Members of the Common wealth, 


legally to be protected from violence and tyranny, by ſo many Oaths, Co- 
venants priviledges, Laws and Engagements, be thus tyrannically andbar-' 
baroully, already, infalted over, and trampled under feer, like dult im: the 
ſtreets, by an impertous Military-power ; We, whoare inferior te themrin 


all reſpe&s, and not invironed with ſo many priviledges and prateions, 


cannot but molt juſtly fear and expect far greater inſolencies and intoler- 


able preſſours to be nomercifully exerciſed on us by them , when theſe pil- 


lars and foundations are not onely thus ſhaken, but even quite removed 


and ſer-by; According to our Saviours own words, Maith 10, 25.1f they bave 


called the maſter of the houſe Beelzebub , how much more wil they call 


. themſo,that are of his honſhold ? In ſad and ſerious conſideration hereof, 


therefore, we ſay, again and again,we cannot poſſibly keep ſthkence, though 
it be an evill;nay becauſe it ts fo evill a time : But as profeſſors of the true 
reformed Proteſtant Reliston, which teacheth no ſuch Do&trines, as theſe 
fore-mentioned, and as are, now adayes ſb unbluſhingly praiſed, in rela- 


- tionto the Kings Majeſty,and to the reſt of his free-borne Subjects, withour -- 
any reſpect, or leaſt diſtinftion to their places or qualities ; That we ma y, © 


a$ mich as 1n us lyes, wipe- off that, foul blot and ſcandalous (tain that will 


(otherwiſe ) inevitably fall upon Religion, by this moſt horrid breach of 
our Covenant,eſpecially in relation to our King; that profeſſors of the Go- 
ſpell in other Kingdoms may not alſo ſuffer by being caſt out of royall pro-«: 
recion, for the (in of ſome ( pretended ) profeſſors among us ; And that we 
- | our ſelves ( when the approaching Earthquake , which is like to be in the. 
_ | three Kingdomsby ſeartull commotions andendles wars ; and inevitably 
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